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reputation in the enemy's eyes. But a terrain might
be found where they could work freely, and, if so,
they might form a further element of surprise.

A suitable area was found in that section of the
Siegfried Line which lay in front of Havrincourt
Wood, between the Bapaume-Cambrai road and the
Scheldt canal. The merits of this area for a surprise
attack were many. In the first place, it was dry,
open country, where tanks could operate. In the
second place, behind the British lines, notably in
the big wood of Havrincourt, there were places
where they might be concealed without the know-
ledge of the Germans. In the third place, the sector
was very thinly held by the enemy. Finally, any
considerable British advance would endanger a
vital part of the enemy's front, and seriously hamper
his communications. Cambrai, a main centre, would
be brought under our guns, as would the great lateral
railway which ran through it. The British tactical
plan was conceived on novel lines. There was to be
no preliminary bombardment. Tanks were relied
upon to break through the enemy's wire, and the
six infantry divisions allotted for the attack were
to advance on a six-mile front, supported as far as
possible by our guns shooting at unregistered targets.
The German defences were complicated and very
strong. First came certain forward positions in the
nature of outposts. Behind lay the Siegfried Line
proper. Acres of dense wire lay before it, wire
nowhere less than fifty yards wide ; it was calculated
that to cut it with artillery would take five weeks
and cost twenty millions of money. A mile or so
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